
Digital Diplomacy and the Gendered 
Divide: Empowering Women in the 

Online Arena 

In the evolving landscape of international relations, digital diplomacy has emerged as a pivotal 

tool for global engagement. However, a significant challenge persists: the underrepresentation 

and marginalization of women in online diplomatic spaces. This disparity not only hinders the 

full potential of digital diplomacy but also perpetuates gender biases in global discourse. 

The Gender Gap in Digital Diplomacy 

Despite the increasing prominence of digital platforms in diplomacy, women remain notably 

absent from these virtual arenas. A study analyzing the online presence of diplomats revealed 

that women diplomats receive 66.4% fewer retweets than their male counterparts, indicating a 

stark gender divide in digital visibility. This lack of representation is not merely a statistical 

anomaly; it reflects deeper systemic issues within digital diplomacy. 

Barriers to Women's Digital Participation 

Several factors contribute to the underrepresentation of women in digital diplomacy. Cultural 

norms and societal expectations often discourage women from engaging in public online 

discourse. Additionally, the digital divide—characterized by unequal access to technology and 

digital literacy—further marginalizes women, particularly in developing regions. These barriers 

prevent women from fully participating in digital diplomatic efforts, thereby limiting their 

influence in global affairs. 

The Importance of Women's Representation 

The inclusion of women in digital diplomacy is not just a matter of equity; it is essential for 

effective and comprehensive global engagement. Women bring diverse perspectives and 

solutions to international issues, enriching diplomatic discussions and outcomes. Their active 

participation can lead to more inclusive and sustainable diplomatic practices, fostering peace 

and cooperation on a global scale. 



Strategies for Empowerment 

To bridge the gender gap in digital diplomacy, several measures can be implemented: 

1. Promoting Digital Literacy: Initiatives aimed at enhancing digital skills among 

women can empower them to participate actively in online diplomatic platforms. 

2. Encouraging Representation: Governments and international organizations 

should actively promote and support the inclusion of women in digital diplomatic roles. 

3. Creating Supportive Networks: Establishing online communities and mentorship 

programs can provide women with the resources and encouragement needed to engage 

in digital diplomacy. 

4. Addressing Online Harassment: Implementing strict policies against online 

harassment can create a safer environment for women to express their views and 

participate in digital diplomacy. 

Intersection of digital Diplomacy and Gender 

1. Sweden’s Feminist Digital Diplomacy 

Sweden has been at the forefront of integrating feminist principles into its foreign policy, 

particularly through digital platforms. Since adopting a feminist foreign policy in 2014, Sweden 

has utilized digital diplomacy to promote gender equality globally. This approach includes 

sharing narratives that highlight women's contributions and advocating for gender justice in 

international relations. The Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs has actively communicated 

these values across digital settings, strengthening its feminist self-narration and offering new 

opportunities to communicate typically Swedish pro-gender values globally.  

2. Digital Empowerment of Women in Ukraine 

In response to the crisis in Ukraine, UN Women initiated programs aimed at enhancing digital 

literacy among women. These initiatives provided women with the skills needed to participate 

actively in the digital economy and engage in online civic activities. By focusing on digital 

empowerment, the programs aimed to accelerate sustainable recovery and promote gender 

equality in the digital sphere 



Conclusion 

The integration of women into digital diplomacy is crucial for fostering a more inclusive and 

effective global diplomatic landscape. By addressing the barriers that hinder women's 

participation and promoting their active involvement, the international community can ensure 

that digital diplomacy serves as a platform for all voices, leading to more equitable and peaceful 

global relations. 
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