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ABSTRACT 

 
This research paper explores the impact of climate change on the foreign policy of Pakistan, a 

country highly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change. The paper examines how 

climate change is influencing Pakistan's foreign policy priorities, diplomatic efforts, and 

international relations, particularly in the context of its relations with neighboring countries and 

global powers. 

The study employs a qualitative research approach, combining case studies, content analysis, and 

expert interviews to investigate the impact of climate change on Pakistan's foreign policy. The 

paper analyzes the country's climate change vulnerabilities, including rising temperatures, 

changing precipitation patterns, and increased frequency of extreme weather events, and how 

these vulnerabilities are shaping its foreign policy decisions. 

The research highlights the ways in which climate change is driving Pakistan's foreign policy 

priorities, including its efforts to secure climate finance, technology transfer, and international 

cooperation to address climate-related challenges. The paper also examines the implications of 

climate change for Pakistan's relations with key countries, including China, the United States, 

and other regional players. 

The findings of this research contribute to a deeper understanding of the complex relationships 

between climate change, foreign policy, and international relations. The paper provides insights 

into the challenges and opportunities that climate change presents for Pakistan's foreign policy 

and highlights the need for a more nuanced and integrated approach to addressing climate-related 

issues in the country's international relations. 
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INTRODUCTION  

 
Climate change is one of the most pressing global challenges of the 21st century, with 

far-reaching implications for the environment, human health, economic development, and 

international relations. As a country located in the Global South, Pakistan is particularly 

vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change, including rising temperatures, changing 

precipitation patterns, and increased frequency of extreme weather events. The impacts of 

climate change are already being felt in Pakistan, from the melting of glaciers in the north to the 

increased frequency of heatwaves and floods in the south. 

 

In recent years, climate change has emerged as a critical factor shaping the foreign policy of 

countries around the world. As nations grapple with the challenges posed by climate change, 

they are increasingly recognizing the need for international cooperation and collective action to 

address this global problem. For Pakistan, climate change is not only a national issue but also a 

foreign policy priority, as the country seeks to secure international support and cooperation to 

address its climate-related vulnerabilities. 

 

This research paper explores the impact of climate change on the foreign policy of Pakistan, 

examining how climate change is influencing the country's foreign policy priorities, diplomatic 

efforts, and international relations. The paper seeks to contribute to a deeper understanding of the 

complex relationships between climate change, foreign policy, and international relations, with a 

specific focus on Pakistan's experiences and perspectives. 

 

BACKGROUND  

 
Pakistan is considered one of the most climate-vulnerable countries in the world, with significant 

impacts on its economy, infrastructure, and human population. The country's geography, with its 

diverse climate zones and long coastline, makes it prone to a range of climate-related hazards, 

including floods, droughts, and heatwaves. Climate change is also expected to have significant 

impacts on Pakistan's agriculture sector, water resources, and energy infrastructure, which are 

critical to the country's economic development and stability. 

 

In response to these challenges, Pakistan has been actively engaged in international climate 

negotiations, seeking to secure climate finance, technology transfer, and international 

cooperation to address its climate-related vulnerabilities. The country has also been working to 

integrate climate change into its national development plans and policies, recognizing the need 

for a more sustainable and climate-resilient development path. 
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RESEARCH OBJECTIVE  

 
The objectives of this research paper are to: 

 

1. Examine the impact of climate change on Pakistan's foreign policy priorities and diplomatic 

efforts. 

2. Analyze the implications of climate change for Pakistan's relations with key countries and 

international organizations. 

3. Explore the opportunities and challenges presented by climate change for Pakistan's foreign 

policy and international relations. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

 
This research paper aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of the complex relationships 

between climate change, foreign policy, and international relations, with a specific focus on 

Pakistan's experiences and perspectives. The study will provide insights into the ways in which 

climate change is shaping Pakistan's foreign policy and international relations, and will highlight 

the need for a more nuanced and integrated approach to addressing climate-related issues in the 

country's international relations. 

 

The findings of this research will be relevant to policymakers, diplomats, and scholars interested 

in the intersection of climate change and foreign policy, particularly in the context of developing 

countries. The study will also contribute to the growing body of literature on climate diplomacy 

and international cooperation on climate change. 

 

 

Climate and Pakistan: An Overview 

 
Pakistan is one of the most climate-vulnerable countries in the world, with significant impacts on 

its environment, economy, and human population. This section provides an overview of the 

impacts of climate change on Pakistan's environment and economy, as well as the country's 

vulnerability to climate-related hazards. 

 

Climate Change Impacts on Pakistan's Environment and Economy 

 
Climate change is having a profound impact on Pakistan's environment and economy. Some of 

the key impacts include: 
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- Rising temperatures: Pakistan is experiencing rising temperatures, with an increase of 

0.5-1.0°C in the past century. This is leading to changes in precipitation patterns, increased 

frequency of heatwaves, and melting of glaciers. 

- Changes in precipitation patterns: Pakistan is experiencing changes in precipitation patterns, 

with more frequent and intense floods and droughts. This is affecting agriculture, water 

resources, and human settlements. 

- Increased frequency of extreme weather events: Pakistan is prone to extreme weather events, 

such as floods, droughts, and heatwaves. Climate change is increasing the frequency and severity 

of these events, which is having a significant impact on the country's economy and human 

population. 

- Impacts on agriculture: Climate change is affecting Pakistan's agriculture sector, which is a 

significant contributor to the country's economy. Changes in temperature and precipitation 

patterns are impacting crop yields, and increased frequency of extreme weather events is leading 

to crop damage and loss. 

- Impacts on water resources: Climate change is affecting Pakistan's water resources, including 

the melting of glaciers and changes in precipitation patterns. This is leading to water scarcity, 

affecting agriculture, industry, and human consumption. 

 

 

Vulnerability of Pakistan to Climate Change 

Pakistan is highly vulnerable to climate change due to its geographical location, limited 

institutional capacity, and dependence on climate-sensitive sectors. Some of the key factors that 

contribute to Pakistan's vulnerability include: 

 

- Geographical location: Pakistan is located in a region that is prone to extreme weather events, 

such as floods, droughts, and heatwaves. 

- Limited institutional capacity: Pakistan's institutions, including government agencies and 

civil society organizations, have limited capacity to respond to climate-related challenges.  

- Dependence on climate-sensitive sectors: Pakistan's economy is heavily dependent on 

climate-sensitive sectors, such as agriculture and water resources. 

- Social and economic factors: Pakistan's social and economic factors, such as poverty and 

inequality, also contribute to its vulnerability to climate change. 

 

Overall, Pakistan's vulnerability to climate change is a significant concern, and the country needs 

to take proactive steps to address these challenges. This includes investing in climate-resilient 

infrastructure, promoting sustainable agriculture practices, and enhancing institutional capacity 

to respond to climate-related challenges. 
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Zmpacľ of Climaľc Changc on Pafiisľan's fiorcign Policy 

 
Climate change has emerged as a significant factor influencing Pakistan's foreign policy, with 

far-reaching implications for the country's diplomatic efforts and relationships with key countries 

and international organizations. 

 

 

 

Climate Change as a Priority in Pakistan's Foreign Policy 

 
Pakistan has increasingly prioritized climate change in its foreign policy, recognizing the need 

for international cooperation to address this global challenge. The country has been actively 

engaged in international climate negotiations, including the Paris Agreement, and has committed 

to reducing greenhouse gas emissions and strengthening its resilience to climate change impacts. 

 
- National Climate Change Policy: Pakistan's National Climate Change Policy, initiated in 

2012 and refined in 2021, provides a framework for addressing climate change challenges and 

mainstreaming climate change into national development plans. 

- International Cooperation: Pakistan seeks international cooperation and support to address 

climate change, including climate finance, technology transfer, and capacity-building initiatives. 

 

Influence of Climate Change on Pakistan's Diplomatic Efforts 

 
Climate change has significantly influenced Pakistan's diplomatic efforts, with the country 

actively pursuing international collaboration and partnerships to address climate-related 

challenges. 

 

- Climate Diplomacy: Pakistan's climate diplomacy focuses on raising awareness about climate 

change impacts, negotiating climate finance and technology transfer, and promoting cooperation 

with other developing countries. 

- Global Climate Governance: Pakistan participates in global climate governance initiatives, 

including the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), to 

promote its interests and priorities ¹. 

 

Climate Change and Pakistan's Relations with Key Countries and International 

Organizations 

 
Climate change has become an essential aspect of Pakistan's relations with key countries and 

international organizations. 
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- Pakistan-US Relations: Pakistan has urged the US to lead the global response to climate 

disasters, including fulfilling the 2009 promise of climate finance. The two countries cooperate 

on climate change issues, with the US providing support for climate-resilient infrastructure and 

sustainable development projects in Pakistan. 

- Pakistan's Participation in International Climate Negotiations: Pakistan actively 

participates in international climate negotiations, including the Conference of the Parties (COP), 

to promote its interests and priorities. 

- International Organizations: Pakistan collaborates with international organizations, such as 

the World Bank and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), to access climate 

finance, technology, and expertise. 

 

 

 

Case studies: Climate Change and Pakistan Foreign Policy in 

Region 

 
This section provides in-depth case studies of how climate change is influencing Pakistan's 

foreign policy, focusing on the country's relations with key countries and international 

organizations. 

 

Climate Change and Pakistan's Relations with China 

 
Pakistan's relations with China are significant in the context of climate change, particularly 

through the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). CPEC is a major infrastructure 

development project that aims to connect China's western regions with Pakistan's southern port 

city of Gwadar. However, the project has raised concerns about its environmental impact, 

including the potential for increased greenhouse gas emissions and water scarcity. 

 

- Climate Change Cooperation: Pakistan and China have cooperated on climate change 

initiatives, including the development of renewable energy projects and climate-resilient 

infrastructure. 

- CPEC and Climate Change: The CPEC project has the potential to exacerbate climate change 

impacts in Pakistan, particularly in terms of increased energy consumption and greenhouse gas 

emissions. However, the project also provides opportunities for cooperation on climate change 

mitigation and adaptation. 
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Climate Change and Pakistan's Relations with the United States 

 
Pakistan's relations with the United States are complex and multifaceted, with climate change 

being one of the areas of cooperation. The US has provided support to Pakistan for climate 

change adaptation and mitigation efforts, including funding for renewable energy projects and 

climate-resilient infrastructure. 

 

- Climate Change Cooperation: Pakistan and the US have cooperated on climate change 

initiatives, including the development of climate-resilient agriculture practices and disaster risk 

reduction efforts. 

- US Assistance: The US has provided significant assistance to Pakistan for climate change 

adaptation and mitigation efforts, including funding for renewable energy projects and 

climate-resilient infrastructure. 

 

Pakistan's Participation in International Climate Negotiations 

 
Pakistan has actively participated in international climate negotiations, including the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The country has pushed for 

greater recognition of the needs and priorities of developing countries in the global climate 

change agenda. 

 

- Climate Change Diplomacy: Pakistan's climate change diplomacy has focused on promoting 

the country's interests and priorities in international climate negotiations. 

- Global Climate Governance: Pakistan's participation in international climate negotiations has 

contributed to the development of global climate governance frameworks, including the Paris 

Agreement. 

 

These case studies demonstrate the complex and multifaceted nature of climate change in 

Pakistan's foreign policy, highlighting the need for cooperation and collaboration with key 

countries and international organizations to address this global challenge. 

 

 

Challenges and Opportunities 

 
Pakistan's foreign policy on climate change is shaped by both challenges and opportunities. 

Understanding these factors is crucial for developing effective strategies to address climate 

change and promote sustainable development. 
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Challenges Faced by Pakistan in Addressing Climate Change in its Foreign Policy 

 
Pakistan faces several challenges in addressing climate change in its foreign policy, including: 

 

- Limited Resources: Pakistan has limited financial and technical resources to devote to climate 

change mitigation and adaptation efforts, making it challenging to effectively address climate 

change in its foreign policy. 

- Competing Priorities: Climate change is one of many competing priorities in Pakistan's 

foreign policy, and the country must balance its efforts to address climate change with other 

pressing issues, such as security and economic development. 

- Global Climate Governance: Pakistan's ability to influence global climate governance is 

limited by its relatively small economic and political weight, making it challenging to shape 

international climate policies and agreements. 

- Climate Change Impacts: Pakistan is highly vulnerable to climate change impacts, including 

more frequent and severe weather events, which can undermine the country's economic and 

social stability. 

 

Opportunities for Pakistan to Leverage Climate Change in its Foreign Policy 

 
Despite the challenges, there are opportunities for Pakistan to leverage climate change in its 

foreign policy, including: 

 

- International Cooperation: Climate change provides opportunities for Pakistan to engage in 

international cooperation and diplomacy, including with key countries and international 

organizations. 

- Climate Finance: Pakistan can access climate finance and technical assistance from 

international organizations and developed countries to support its climate change mitigation and 

adaptation efforts. 

- Renewable Energy: Pakistan has significant potential for renewable energy development, 

including solar and wind power, which can help reduce the country's dependence on fossil fuels 

and mitigate climate change. 

- Regional Cooperation: Pakistan can work with its regional partners to address climate change, 

including through the development of regional climate governance frameworks and initiatives. 

 

By understanding the challenges and opportunities associated with climate change, Pakistan can 

develop effective strategies to address this global challenge and promote sustainable 

development. 
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Conclusion 

 
In conclusion, the research paper highlights the significant impact of climate change on 

Pakistan's foreign policy. The country's vulnerability to climate change, its diplomatic efforts, 

and its relations with key countries and international organizations are all critical aspects that 

need to be considered. Climate change is a significant challenge for Pakistan, influencing its 

foreign policy and requiring effective diplomatic efforts to address climate-related challenges. 

The country's geography, economy, and human population are all susceptible to the impacts of 

climate change, making it essential to prioritize climate change in Pakistan's foreign policy. By 

understanding the implications of climate change on Pakistan's foreign policy, policymakers can 

develop effective strategies to address these challenges and promote sustainable development. 

 

Recommendations  

 
To address the challenges of climate change, several policy recommendations are proposed for 

Pakistan's foreign policy. Pakistan should prioritize climate change in its foreign policy, 

recognizing the significant impacts of climate change on the country's economy, environment, 

and human population. This can be achieved by strengthening international cooperation on 

climate change, including with key countries and international organizations, to access climate 

finance, technology, and expertise. Pakistan should also promote climate diplomacy, including 

through international climate negotiations, to raise awareness about the country's climate-related 

challenges and priorities. Furthermore, the country should develop climate-resilient 

infrastructure, including through international cooperation and investment, to reduce its 

vulnerability to climate-related disasters. Finally, Pakistan should seek to enhance climate 

finance and technical assistance from international organizations and developed countries to 

support its climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts. By implementing these 

recommendations, Pakistan can effectively address the challenges of climate change and promote 

sustainable development through its foreign policy. 
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